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Call for Registration: The 
Training Workshop on 

"Grassroots Innovation Network" 

Grassroots level creativity and innovation has 
emerged as a major issue in innovation research 
and policyrnaking in the recent years. For the 
countries in the global South, such small-scale 
creativity has been a dominant form of livelihood 
action for the poor and marginal, who have been 
often excluded from the mainstream economic 
activities driven by the logic of the market 
economy, post WTO. Among other countries, 
India has witnessed a surge in interest in these 
innovations. The idea of grassroots innovation has 
spread to various countries in Asia and Africa, and 
of late, has featured in trade negotiations between 
India and some of the African countries. However, 
its economic potential is substantial in the countries 
of the Middle East, which have somehow not been 
explored or understood well by the academic 
community. 
Given the importance of developing the Grassroots 
Innovation Networks in the Country, National 
Research Institute for Science Policy (NRISP) 
invites participants to participate in our 2-day 
training workshop on "Grassroots Innovation 
Network" from15-16 February 2017. This 
workshop will be held in collaboration 
with Jawaharlal Nehru University (India). The 2-
day workshop will deliberate on the topic of 
Grassroots Innovation Network to draw a roadmap 
of future research and policy roadmap of joint 
interest. 

Objectives:  
• To develop a shared perspective on grassroots 

innovations, the various motivations behind 
grassroots level creativity, its historical contexts 
and trajectories 

• The various kinds of values that such 
innovations can generate 

• To deepen understanding of the various ways 
grassroots innovations can be linked to the 
formal sector innovation systems 

• The appropriate policy framework to encourage 
such innovations and their diffusion. 

It is also hoped that the workshop will: 

• Identify some future lines of collaborative 
research involving Iran and India. For this 
purpose a group of interested researchers can be 
formed to explore researchable themes and 
funding opportunities. 

• Help build up formal and informal networks 
involving academicians, policy makers, 
grassroots innovators and other interested parties 
(such small and medium industry associations) 

• Help create pressure groups to seek institutional 
supports for innovative activities at the sub 
national, and rural level. 

At the end of the workshop, the participants would 
have a fair amount of idea about the existing 
scholarship on grassroots innovations and the 
related policy environment. 

Who Should Apply:  
Managers and policy-makers, faculty members, 
Ph.D. students, Journalists and NGO members 
Language:  
The language of the training workshop will be 
English 
Name of The facilitators:  
The training workshop will be conducted by 
distinguished lecturers from Jawaharlal Nehru 
University- India namely; Dr. Saradindu Bhaduri 
& Dr. Hemant Kumar 
Date: 15-16 February 2017 

Course Completion Certificate:  
A valid certificate will be granted to participants 
who complete the training workshop 
Workshop fee: 2,000,000 IRR 
Deadline for Application:  
Due to the limited capacity of the workshop, we 
encourage 	participants 	to 	confirm 
their Registration no later than Deadline for 
Application. The application letter must be sent to 
the NRISP no later than 17 Jan 2017 
Venue:  National Research Institute for Science 
Policy, Tehran, Iran 
NRISP Contact Person: Ms. Naderlouee 
Email: popscience.nrisp@gmail.com  
Tel: +98 (21) 88036144 (extension 206) 
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